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Abstract
Upon hospital discharge it is not unusual for mothers of preterm infants to continue to meet all or
most of their infants' nutritional needs through bottle feedings of expressed breast milk (EBM)
because of infants' physiological immaturity and maternal concerns with an inadequacy of milk
supply. Although for some mothers the challenge of transitioning the infant to feeding at the breast
may be beyond their ability and resources, for others it appears to be based on a conscious choice.
Mothers are often unaware of the advantages of breastfeeding at the breast. The purpose of this
article is to examine some of the factors that may contribute to the inability and resistance of
mothers to transition their preterm infants, and to report on the potential short and long-term
advantages associated with feeding at the breast as opposed to feeding bottles of EBM.

Review
Breast milk for preterm infants has been found to reduce
the health risks associated with feeding infant formula
including a higher incidence of infections and necrotizing
enterocolitis [1,2], lower scores on cognitive and develop-
mental tests [3-5], and decreased visual development [6].
However, preterm infants encounter a number of barriers
to breastfeeding due to their immature physiological and
neurodevelopmental systems. Mothers desiring to breast-
feed their preterm infants are often initially encouraged to
express breast milk by hand or breast pump; the expressed
breast milk (EBM) is then given to the infant by gavage or
bottle. Later some mothers are able to transition from gav-
age feeding to exclusive feeding at the breast in a short
period of time without problems. Others take more
extended time and experience this process as a trial and
error period fraught with challenges.

In a qualitative study of mothers' experiences with breast-
feeding their infants in a neonatal unit in Sweden, moth-
ers found the process of feeding their infants at the breast
to be closely regulated with strict routines including
scheduled times, limits on the amount of time at the
breast, and pre and post test-weighings [7]. When the
mothers were successful feeding at the breast, they
described feelings of pride and security. However, when
their attempts were not productive, mothers expressed
feelings of disappointment, frustration, rejection, shame
and inadequacy, which interfered with the mother-infant
relationship [7].

Upon hospital discharge, it is not unusual for mothers to
continue to meet all or most of their infants' nutritional
needs through bottle feedings of EBM or commercial
infant formula because of their infants' weaker, less coor-
dinated suck, problems staying alert during feedings, and
difficulty in giving clear cues for hunger and satiety [8,9].
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Rather than being transitioned to at-breast feedings, pre-
term infants are often gradually weaned from bottles of
EBM to infant formula, as the mother decreases her
pumping frequency leading to a diminishing supply of
breast milk. In the US breastfeeding rates of preterm
infants receiving mother's milk exclusively at-breast upon
discharge have been found to range from 18–32% at dis-
charge from the hospital, increasing only slightly to 23–
38% by four weeks post-discharge [9,10].

The advantages of transitioning the infant to feeding at-
breast may be poorly understood by some mothers and
health professionals. Mothers have raised questions about
at-breast feedings, such as, "Why should I try to breastfeed
at the breast? Isn't the baby getting all that is needed from
my pumped breast milk?" or "What are the advantages of
breastfeeding at the breast as opposed to feeding bottles of
breast milk? Does it really make a difference to the baby's
health, growth or development?" In some cases, the
mothers' inability or reluctance to transition to at-breast
feedings may be due lack of knowledgeable and consist-
ent support, teaching and assistance by the health care
team. Being aware of the clear advantages of at-breast
feedings may also be helpful to health care providers in
providing support and information for these mothers. The
purpose of this article is to discuss some of the factors that
may contribute to mothers' need for support and informa-
tion in transitioning to full at-breast feedings and to
examine the potential short and long-term advantages
associated with feeding at-breast as opposed to feeding
bottles of EBM.

Impediments toward transitioning mothers to at-breast 
feedings
To effectively counsel and support mothers in transition-
ing to full at-breast feedings, it is important for nursing
and medical staff to have an understanding of the factors
that may contribute to mothers' inability or resistance
toward this process (Table 1). A central factor in determin-
ing the exclusivity and duration of breastfeeding for the

preterm mother-infant couple is the volume of milk pro-
duction. Early initiation of frequent and efficient milk
expression has been found to be a key factor in adequacy
of milk supply, considered by some experts to be greater
than 500 ml per day [11-14]. It is likely that inadequate
levels of breast milk production not only impair the
infant's ability to access breast milk, but also burden the
mother with "triple feeding" (feeding at the breast fol-
lowed by supplementation with a bottle, then by pump-
ing), leading mothers to abandon their efforts early.

Even when mothers are able to pump more than adequate
milk volumes for their preterm infant, they may continue
to report feelings of vulnerability related to breastfeeding
in the early postpartum period [15,16]. These concerns
may be promoted by the inability of some preterm infants
to consume enough of the available milk because of their
immature feeding behaviors. Jain and others found that
preterm infants not only feed more slowly than full-term
infants, but also consume lower volumes per suck [17].
This may be due to the infants' relatively low suction pres-
sures and irregular sucking bursts [18]. Meier and Brown
report that upon hospital discharge some preterm infants
require complementation of breastfeeding with a bottle,
supplemental nursing system, nipple shield or other
breastfeeding device until the infant's gestational age
reached full-term, corrected age and adequate intake of
breast milk at-breast is achieved [8].

Assuming that an infant is physiologically ready for feed-
ings at the breast, there may be more personal reasons that
contribute to a mother's discomfort or reluctance toward
transitioning. A mother's initial reasons for supplying
breast milk during hospitalization may play a role in her
decision. The choice to breastfeed or provide breast milk
for a premature infant is affected by factors other than
those that influence decisions of mothers of full-term
infants [19]. Mothers of preterm infants may experience
feelings of anxiety, vulnerability, depression and guilt sur-
rounding the birth of the infant [20]. In response to these
feelings and the information that mothers receive from
nurses and physicians in the neonatal intensive care unit
(NICU), some mothers change from their initial decision
to formula feed to providing EBM for their infants. One of
the primary extrinsic factors affecting this decision is
mothers' learning of the superiority of breast milk in
terms of infant growth and reduced infection rates [21].
Mothers described the offering of their breast milk to their
preterm infants as a unique contribution that was likely to
have a positive impact on their infants' outcome [19]. In
a study of mothers of very low birth weight (VLBW) pre-
mature infants, several sociodemographic characteristics
influenced breastfeeding decisions. Older White mothers
who were married with higher levels of education, previ-
ous breastfeeding experience, and carried private insur-

Table 1: Contributing factors to mothers' inability or resistance 
to at-breast feedings

• Inadequate breast milk supply
• Maternal feelings of vulnerability and lack of confidence
• Infants' immature feeding behaviors
• Lack of commitment or desire to breastfeeding prior to the birth
• Personal choice
• Bottle feeding more convenient
• Ability of father or other family members to participate in feedings
• Avoidance of embarrassment of feeding in public
• Ease of pumping and storing breast milk
• Maternal lack of confidence
• Parental need to quantify intake
• Lack of informational and emotional support
Page 2 of 7
(page number not for citation purposes)



International Breastfeeding Journal 2006, 1:13 http://www.internationalbreastfeedingjournal.com/content/1/1/
ance or that of a health maintenance organization were
not only more likely to express breast milk initially for
feedings, but also to progress to feedings at the breast [22].
Although some mothers agree to express milk with a
breast pump for a short-term basis, they may have strong
personal needs or reasons for not wishing to continue by
feeding their infant at breast [18].

Mothers' feeding preferences for their preterm infant may
be similar to those found in mothers of full-term infants,
who choose to bottle feed infant formula. Bottle feeding
has been reported by mothers to be more convenient,
especially considering that fathers or other family mem-
bers may be able to feed the infant allowing the mother
more freedom in being able to leave the infant for longer
periods of time [23]. The participation of the father in
feeding is seen by some mothers as a good way of involv-
ing fathers in the care for the baby [24]. Bottle feeding
allows some mothers to avoid the perceived embarrass-
ment of breastfeeding in public [23]. The portability and
convenience of using breast pumps may also contribute to
these choices [25]. Mothers who plan on returning to
work may view the pumping as needed.

Mothers' reluctance to feed the preterm infant at-breast
may also be due to a maternal lack of confidence in hav-
ing enough breast milk. Wooldridge and Hall studied a
group of preterm infants between 30–35 weeks gestation,
without any facial or gastrointestinal anomalies or identi-
fied syndromes, over a four-week period following hospi-
tal discharge [9]. They found that mothers who were able
to breastfeed exclusively or feed at-breast more than half
of the time had significantly higher levels of confidence
than those who were giving breast milk and infant for-
mula [9].

Another factor that may play a role in a mother's desire to
continue pumping and feeding EBM is a parental need to
carefully quantify the intake of her infant. In a study of
mothers' concerns about breastfeeding preterm infants
after discharge, the researchers reported the mothers' feel-
ings of vulnerability were not "unreasonable, given that
volume intake was measured to the nearest millimeter
throughout the infants' hospital stay" [15, p30]. In
response to these feelings of vulnerability, mothers may
become preoccupied with schedules, times, routines and
careful quantification of the infant's intake. Although sev-
eral observational tools have been developed to assess
effectiveness of breastfeeding, there is a lack of reliable
and valid tools that can be used by mothers to visually
determine milk intake for their preterm and low birth
weight (LBW) infants [26]. The clinical indicators of esti-
mating milk intake that are often used for mothers of term
infants, such as changes in breast fullness after feeding
and audible swallowing, have not been found to be useful

in measuring adequate intake for preterm infants. A more
accurate measure of milk intake at-breast has been estab-
lished by pre and post test-weighings [16]. However,
some clinicians are concerned that test-weighings are
mechanical and unnecessary, and this concentration on
numbers may interfere with breastfeeding [16,27]. The
use of test-weighings varies between settings.

Finally, in some cases the inability of mothers to transi-
tion to the breast is not due to resistance on the part of the
mother, but due to a lack of knowledgeable and consist-
ent support to the mother and family. The lack of infor-
mational and emotional support by those counseling the
breastfeeding mother may contribute to the reluctance of
mothers to transition to breastfeeding. With shorter hos-
pital stays in the United States, fewer preterm infants are
entirely feeding at-breast prior to discharge as compared
to Canada and European countries [11]. In these countries
the funding of health care and cultural differences, such as
extended paid maternity leave, may affect the acceptance
of breastfeeding. For example, significant compensation
leave benefits from employment for parents are guaran-
teed in Sweden after childbirth to ensure a long period of
breastfeeding.

If infants are discharged prior to their full-term corrected
age, it is likely that they may not be ready to fully transi-
tion to the breast. This may leave mothers in a position of
finding the resources to undertake this endeavor on their
own. In the US, home health agencies may have physician
orders and insurance reimbursement for a few visits, but
these infants are generally discharged from home care by
one to two weeks post hospital discharge. Further, the
expertise needed in helping a mother transition to the
breast often requires an expert in lactation. In a case study
of transitioning a 36-week-old premature infant to the
breast after hospital discharge, Drosten describes the diffi-
culty and time involved for a mother, who had a routine
of pumping six times per day as well as attempting to
slowly breastfeed her infant before every bottle feeding
[28]. She gives recommendations that included special
positioning of the infant for feedings, using breastfeeding
devices for supplementation, developing a realistic but
adequate pumping schedule with an increased frequency
of up to eight times a day, and monitoring feeding sched-
ules and weight gains. Once an infant is discharged from
the hospital, these services may be unavailable to mothers
who cannot afford a private lactation consultant in the
US.

Benefits of at-breast feedings
Although the advantages of breastfeeding have been well
described in the literature, the focus of this section is on
the specific advantages of feeding at the breast as opposed
to bottle feedings of EBM. Mothers, who are expressing
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breast milk for their preterm infants and feeding it by bot-
tle, might benefit from the knowledge of the advantages
of feeding at the breast in order to make the decision
whether or not to move to the next level of breastfeeding.
Feeding an infant at the breast has been found to provide
physiological benefits to the infant, as well as physical,
psychological and pragmatic benefits to the mother
(Table 2). Some of these advantages appear to be short-
term, whereas others become more evident over longer
periods of time.

Physiological benefits for infants
The primary short-term benefits of an infant receiving
breast milk at the breast are physiological. In studies con-
ducted by Chen and others, the researchers found that in
comparison to bottle-feeding events, preterm infants tend
to have higher oxygen saturations when they were directly
breastfed, which may be due to more coordinated suck-
ing, swallowing and breathing during breastfeeding [29].
They also found the breastfed infants' body temperatures
were higher during feedings despite the bottle feeding
infants being fed inside the incubator. The researchers
propose that this finding may be related to the infants'
position during breastfeeding, the skin-to-skin contact
with the mother, and the temperature of the breast milk.
Preterm infants have also been found to have less varia-

tion from baseline in heart rate, respiratory rate and oxy-
gen saturation, and fewer episodes of apnea and
bradycardia during breastfeeding when compared to bot-
tle-feeding [30-32]. These findings may be due to infants'
ability to breathe easier during sucking bursts and to reg-
ulate their breathing pattern during sucking pauses while
breastfeeding. Breast milk not only helps the infant nutri-
tionally, but taken at-breast appears to benefit the infant
physiologically.

Skin-to-skin contact
Feeding an infant at-breast necessitates some skin-to-skin
contact between the infant and mother. Mothers who
hold their premature infants skin-to-skin (also known as
kangaroo care) often experience an increase in breast milk
volume and possibly a greater production of maternal
milk antibodies to specific pathogens in the infant's sur-
roundings [33]. Therefore, it is feasible that some of the
benefits experienced with skin-to-skin care may also
emerge through breastfeeding at the breast.

Nutritional & immunological benefits
Taking breast milk at the breast rather than from a bottle
offers other advantages to the infant. Breast milk loses
some of its nutritional and immunological properties by
freezing, thawing and reheating in the process of express-

Table 2: Benefits of feeding at-breast as opposed to bottle feeding expressed breast milk (EBM)

Benefits to infant

Improved oxygenation and temperature regulation during feedings • Higher oxygen saturation
• Better coordinated sucking, swallowing, breathing pattern
• Increased body temperature
• Fewer episodes of apnea and bradycardia

Advantages of skin-to-skin contact • Increased breast milk volume
• Greater production of maternal milk antibodies to pathogens in infant's 
environment

Enhanced nutritional and immunological properties of breast milk • Superior nutritional content lost by freezing, thawing and reheating EBM
• Lower risk of bacterial contamination and growth due to handling

Better oral development • Optimal mandibular development
• Strengthening of the jaw muscles
• Increased nasal cavity space
• Improved future teeth alignment and decrease in malocclusions
• Greater breathing efficiency

More efficient emptying of the breast • Greater milk volume in same amount of time as breast pump
• Increase in milk volume over time

Benefits to mother

Reduced risk of breast trauma • Less risk of mastitis with ineffective emptying of breast
• Lower risk of damage to nipple from breast pump

Reduced risks to mothers' health • Decreased incidence of type 2 diabetes
• Reduced risk of breast cancer

Psychological effects • Potential reduction in perceived stress and negative mood after feedings
Practical advantages • Less time in preparing EBM for feeding and cleaning of supplies

• Breast milk at optimal temperature without preparation
• Cost savings in not renting or buying an electric breast pump
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ing the breast milk prior to feeding it with a bottle, which
reduces the protective benefits offered by breast milk [18].
Rapid heating, especially in a microwave oven, and at
high temperatures contributes to an even greater loss of
beneficial components. For example, ascorbic acid levels
decrease significantly when stored at low temperatures,
and have been found to drop 40% when reheating [34].
Further, there may be risks of bacterial contamination and
growth, if the breast milk is not expressed and handled
appropriately.

Infant oral developmental effects
In addition to the potential physiological, nutritional,
immunological and more efficient advantages offered by
receiving breast milk at-breast, infants may benefit from
fewer dental problems later in life. According to Palmer,
breastfeeding at-breast has a positive effect on the devel-
opment of an infant's oral cavity including optimal man-
dibular development, strengthening of the jaw muscles,
and increased nasal cavity space [35]. During breastfeed-
ing, the tongue, lower lip and mandible move in concert
to draw the milk into the mouth by a stripping action,
gently shaping the infant's hard palate. This process leads
to an enhanced formation of the hard palate producing
improved future teeth alignment and a decrease in maloc-
clusions. Whereas the shape of the breast-nipple is in a
geometric form consistent with the infant's mouth, the
artificial nipple in bottle-feeding hinders the formation of
the jaw muscles. Palmer also proposes that the increase in
nasal space may have a significant effect on the person's
breathing efficiency, reducing later problems with snoring
and obstructive sleep apnea [35].

Efficiency of feeding
Another potential advantage of feeding at the breast for
infants who have reached term is related to the infant's
efficiency of feeding. Zoppou, Barry and Mercer used a
computer model to compare the differences between
breastfeeding and breast pumps [36]. The pump relies on
suction to remove milk, whereas the infant uses a massag-
ing motion of the tongue and jaw to apply a peristaltic
force through compression of the nipple and most of the
areola at a particular time during the suction cycle. This
peristaltic force acts as a stripping mechanism of the milk
from the breast. The amount and timing of the peristaltic
force is crucial in increasing the amount of milk volume
obtained. In comparison to breast pumps that only apply
suction, the researchers were able to demonstrate an
increase of 15% in milk volume, when they altered the
speed of the peristaltic force and the time it was utilized in
the suction cycle. The data suggest that once infants reach
term and have an appropriate strong, coordinated suck,
they may get more milk volume in the same amount of
time as a breast pump, and that the suction and compres-
sion seen in breastfeeding are mutually dependent during

suckling. Hill and others recently compared the milk out-
put of mothers of preterm and term infants [37]. They
found that whereas the milk output increased for the
mothers of term infants over time, it remained stable or
declined for the mothers of the preterm infants, who were
using regular mechanical expression [37].

Reduced risk of breast trauma
Although electric breast pumps have been crucial for the
milk supply of many mothers of preterm infants, they also
offer some potential disadvantages. Problems with breast
pumps may be overlooked and contribute to ineffective
emptying of the breast, especially if they are underpow-
ered or poor fitting [38]. Some researchers have suggested
that the breast pump's reduced physiologic mechanism
may negatively affect emptying, especially in the periph-
ery of the breast and may be a contributing factor to the
association between pump use and mastitis [39]. Another
disadvantage of breast pumps is that they work primarily
on suction, and may be ineffective if set at too low a level
(<150 mmHg) or cause damage to the nipple skin if set
too high (>200 mmHg) [36].

Lack of breastfeeding is a risk to mothers' health
It is reasonable that when mothers are successful breast-
feeding at the breast, they are more likely to continue
breastfeeding longer, and reduce the health risks of not
breastfeeding. Breastfeeding reduces mothers' risk of
developing type 2 diabetes later in life [40]. In an analysis
of data from 47 epidemiological studies in 30 countries,
breastfeeding was also found to reduce the relative risk of
breast cancer by 4.3% for every year of a woman's life
spent breastfeeding [41].

Psychological effects of breastfeeding
The act of breastfeeding has also been associated with pos-
itive psychological effects for the mother in respect to
mood and stress. Mezzacappa and Katkin conducted a
study among 28 mothers who were both breastfeeding
and bottle feeding [42]. After a breastfeeding session, the
mothers were found to have a reduction in perceived
stress and negative mood relative to what was found after
a bottle feeding. In contrast, bottle feeding appeared to
decrease positive mood. The researchers suggested that the
higher levels of the hormone oxytocin released by breast-
feeding contributed to the decrease in negative mood
[42]. The authors also speculated that over time breast-
feeding may condition the mother to regard her infant
positively leading to greater mother-infant attachment,
and the decrease in negative mood and stress associated
with breastfeeding may reduce the risk postpartum
depression [42]. These findings are consistent with those
found by Shepherd and others, who reported a higher
maternal contentment level and a positive emotional
experience in women who breastfed their infants [24].
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Practical advantages for mothers
Finally, there are the practical advantages for a mother,
who transitions to at-breast feedings rather than continu-
ing to feed EBM. One benefit is the savings in time and
effort of feeding. Hours of the mothers' time, which were
previously spent in expressing breast milk and later pre-
paring it for refeeding and cleaning bottles and breast
pump equipment, are saved. The milk is always available
in the breast at an ideal temperature. The time and effort
spent in pumping and refeeding around the clock has
clear advantages for the infant with immature sucking
skills, but once the infant is able to efficiently feed at-
breast, these efforts may become overwhelming for the
mother leading to early weaning to infant formula. There
may also be a considerable cost savings to the mother in
not having to rent or buy an electric breast pump.

Breastfeeding advice falling short
Some neonatal units are more successful than others in
transitioning infants to at-breast feedings prior to dis-
charge. In a study of interventions for VLBW infants, Mir-
acle and others reported that one of the primary reasons
for the high rates of lactation in the unit they studied was
due to the encouragement the mothers received from the
NICU nurses and physicians [19]. Mothers wanted the
care providers to discuss the benefits of human milk feed-
ing in order that they could make an informed decision
[19].

Even in NICUs where mothers are encouraged by health
care professionals to provide breast milk to their preterm
infants, is the advice falling short? Hurst and Meier sug-
gest that mothers who did not intend prenatally to breast-
feed their preterm infants may be reluctant to begin breast
milk expression for their infant in the NICU if they have
to make a commitment for several months [18]. Further,
they recommend that health care professionals should
not encourage mothers to feel that an alternative to long-
term exclusive breastfeeding is "second best." While the
message in the NICU may be to get the baby off to the
"best start" and to postpone other breastfeeding decisions,
there are potential risks of not providing mothers prior to
hospital discharge with the opportunity and clear benefits
of eventually transitioning to feeding at-breast as opposed
to only pumping and feeding EBM.

One of the primary factors contributing to early termina-
tion of breastfeeding in mothers of preterm infants is the
failure to transition from breast milk to at-breast feedings.
In a study of mothers of VLBW infants, the mothers who
lactated the longest were those who were expressing at
least five times a day and had put the infant to breast by
35 weeks corrected age [12]. In another study of low-
birth-weight (LBW) infants in a Swedish neonatal unit,
mothers were encouraged to initiate breastfeeding as soon

as their infants were clinically stable rather than a stand-
ard based on weight or gestational age [11]. This practice
combined with progressing from tube to breastfeeding
and extended mother-infant exposure through kangaroo
care resulted in 93% of the 70 LBW infants receiving their
mothers' milk at discharge, and 95% of them at the breast
[11]. Although the decision to transition the infant to at-
breast feedings may not carry the same "life and death"
risks as compared to feeding a preterm infant EBM at ear-
lier stages of development, the extended immune protec-
tion of breastfeeding could have a major impact on the
length of time the infant receives any breast milk as well
as the infant's overall health and development.

Implications for education and practice
Health care providers should have a sound understanding
of the factors that impede mothers from transitioning to
at-breast feedings in order to address mothers' primary
concerns and to keep their perspectives in mind during
discussions about feedings. For example, if a mother's
major concern is the need to quantify intake, this could be
addressed with assisting her in obtaining an electronic
scale for infant pre and post test-weighings, and giving
clear parameters on how to transition to the breast.
Although the message should not contain value state-
ments about the right or wrong way of feeding infants,
mothers need factual evidence-based information about
the nature of maternal concerns regarding transitioning to
the breast and the potential returns of at-breast feedings in
order to make an informed choice.

Conclusion
Preterm infants who receive expressed breast milk rather
than formula have fewer infections and necrotizing ente-
rocolitis, as well as better cognitive, neurological and vis-
ual development. However, an optimal outcome would
be for the preterm infant to transition to at-breast feedings
prior to or shortly after hospital discharge. But with earlier
discharges and limited home health care follow-up,
mothers may not receive the informational and emo-
tional support to transition to the breast. Health profes-
sionals and mothers may benefit from a clear
understanding of the factors that impede mothers of pre-
term infants from transitioning to at-breast feedings, and
their potential outcomes.

Competing interests
The author(s) declare that they have no competing inter-
ests.

References
1. Narayanan I, Prakash K, Gujral VV: The value of human milk in

the prevention of infections in the high-risk low-birth-weight
infant.  J Pediatr 1981, 99(3):496-498.

2. Lucas A, Cole TJ: Breast milk and neonatal necrotizing entero-
colitis.  Lancet 1990, 336(8730):1519-1523.
Page 6 of 7
(page number not for citation purposes)

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=6790690
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=6790690
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=6790690
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=1979363
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=1979363


International Breastfeeding Journal 2006, 1:13 http://www.internationalbreastfeedingjournal.com/content/1/1/
Publish with BioMed Central   and  every 
scientist can read your work free of charge

"BioMed Central will be the most significant development for 
disseminating the results of biomedical research in our lifetime."

Sir Paul Nurse, Cancer Research UK

Your research papers will be:

available free of charge to the entire biomedical community

peer reviewed and published immediately upon acceptance

cited in PubMed and archived on PubMed Central 

yours — you keep the copyright

Submit your manuscript here:
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/publishing_adv.asp

BioMedcentral

3. Lucas A, Morely R, Cole TJ, Gore SM, Lucas PJ, Crowle P, Pearse R,
Boon AJ, Powell R: Early diet in preterm babies and develop-
mental status at 18 months.  Lancet 1990, 335(8704):1477-1481.

4. Lucas A, Morley R, Cole TJ, Lister G, Leeson-Payne C: Breast milk
and subsequent intelligence quotient in children born pre-
term.  Lancet 1992, 339(8788):261-264.

5. Bier JA, Oliver T, Ferguson AE, Vohr BR: Human milk improves
cognitive and motor development of premature infants dur-
ing infancy.  J Hum Lact 2002, 18(4):361-367.

6. Uauy RD, Birch DG, Birch EE, Tyson JE, Hoffman DR: Effect of die-
tary omega-3 fatty acids on retinal function of very low birth
weight neonates.  Pediatr Res 1990, 28(5):485-492.

7. Flacking R, Ewald U, Nyqvist KH, Starrin B: Trustful bonds: A key
to "becoming a mother" and to reciprocal breastfeeding.
Stories of mothers of very preterm infants at a neonatal unit.
Soc Sci Med 2006, 62(1):70-80.

8. Meier PP, Brown LP: State of the science: Breastfeeding for
mothers and low birth weight infants.  Nurs Clin North Am 1996,
31(2):351-365.

9. Wooldridge J, Hall WA: Posthospitalization breastfeeding pat-
terns of moderately preterm infants.  J Perinat Neonatal Nurs
2003, 17(1):50-64.

10. Hill PD, Ledbetter RJ, Kavanaugh KL: Breastfeeding patterns of
low-birth-weight infants after hospital discharge.  J Obstet
Gynecol Neonatal Nurs 1997, 26(2):189-197.

11. Flacking R, Nyqvist KH, Ewald U, Wallin L: Long-term duration of
breastfeeding in Swedish low birth weight infants.  J Hum Lact
2003, 19(2):157-165.

12. Furman L, Minich N, Hack M: Correlates of lactation in mothers
of very low birth weight infants.  Pediatrics 2002, 109(4):57e.

13. Hill PD, Aldag JC, Chatterton RT: Effects of pumping style on
milk production in mothers of non-nursing preterm infants.
J Hum Lact 1999, 15(3):209-215.

14. Hill PD, Aldag JC: Milk volume on day 4 and income predictive
of lactation adequacy at 6 weeks of mothers of nonnursing
preterm infants.  J Perinat Neonat Nurs 2005, 19(3):273-282.

15. Kavanaugh KL, Mead LP, Meier PP, Mangurten HH: Getting enough:
Mothers' concerns about breastfeeding a preterm infant
after discharge.  J Obstet Gynecol Neonatal Nurs 1995, 24(1):23-32.

16. Hurst NM, Meier PP, Engstrom JL, Myatt A: Mothers performing
in-home measurement of milk intake during breastfeeding
of their preterm infants: maternal reactions and feeding out-
comes.  J Hum Lact 2004, 20(2):178-187.

17. Jain L, Sivieri E, Abbasi S, Bhutani VK: Energetics and mechanics
of nutritive sucking in the preterm and term neonate.  J Pedi-
atr 1987, 111(6 Pt 1):894-989.

18. Hurst NM, Meier PP: Breastfeeding the preterm infant.  In
Breastfeeding and Human Lactation 3rd edition. Edited by: Riordan J.
Sudbury, MA: Jones & Bartlett; 2005:367-408. 

19. Miracle DJ, Meier PP, Bennett PA: Mothers' decisions to change
from formula to mothers' milk for very-low-birth-weight
infants.  J Obstet Gynecol Neonatal Nurs 2004, 33(6):692-703.

20. Affonso D, Bosque E, Walhberg V, Brady JP: Reconciliation and
healing for mothers through skin-to-skin contact provided in
an American tertiary level intensive care nursery.  Neonatal
Netw 1993, 12(3):25-32.

21. Rodriguez NA, Miracle DA, Meier PP: Sharing the science on
human milk feedings with mothers of very-low-birth-weight
infants.  J Obstet Gynecol Neonatal Nurs 2005, 34(1):109-119.

22. Smith MM, Durkin M, Hinton VJ, Bellinger D, Kuhn L: Initiation of
breastfeeding among mothers of very low birth weight
infants.  Pediatrics 2003, 111(6):1337-1342.

23. Kong S, Lee D: Factors influencing the decision to breastfeed.
J Adv Nurs 2004, 46(4):369-379.

24. Shepherd CK, Power KG, Carter H: Examining the correspond-
ence of breastfeeding and bottle-feeding couples' infant feed-
ing attitudes.  J Adv Nurs 2000, 31(3):651-660.

25. Jones K: Benefits of breastfeeding and breast pumps.  Br J Mid-
wifery 2002, 10(3):181-182.

26. Meier PP, Brown LP: Breastfeeding for mothers and low birth
weight infants.  Nurs Clin North Am 1996, 31(2):351-365.

27. Walker M: Test-weighing and other estimates of breastmilk
intake [letter].  J Hum Lact 1995, 11(2):91.

28. Drosten F: Case management of a premature infant transi-
tioning to the breast.  J Hum Lact 2001, 17(1):47-48.

29. Chen CH, Wang TM, Chang HM, Chi CS: The effect of breast- and
bottle-feeding on oxygen saturation and body temperature
in preterm infants.  J Hum Lact 16(1):21-27.

30. Dowling DA: Physiological responses of preterm infants to
breast-feeding and bottle-feeding with the orthodontic nip-
ple.  Nurs Res 1999, 48(2):78-85.

31. Thoyre SM, Carlson JR: Preterm infants' behavioural indicators
of oxygen decline during bottle feeding.  J Adv Nurs 2003,
43(6):631-641.

32. Meier PP: Breastfeeding in the special care nursery: Prema-
ture infants with medical problems.  Pediatr Clin North Am 2001,
48(2):425-442.

33. Hurst NM, Valentine CJ, Renfro L, Burns P, Ferlic L: Skin-to-skin
holding in the neonatal intensive care unit influences mater-
nal milk volume.  J Perinatol 1997, 17(3):213-217.

34. Garza C, Johnson CA, Harrist R, Nichols BL: Effects of methods of
collection and storage on nutrients in human milk.  Early Hum
Dev 1982, 6(3):295-303.

35. Palmer B: The influence of breastfeeding on the development
of the oral cavity: A commentary.  J Hum Lact 1998, 14(2):93-98.

36. Zoppou C, Barry SI, Mercer GN: Comparing breastfeeding and
breast pumps using a computer model.  J Hum Lact 1997,
13(3):195-202.

37. Hill PD, Aldag JC, Chatterton RT, Zinaman M: Comparison of milk
output between mothers of preterm and term infants: The
first 6 weeks after birth.  J Hum Lact 2005, 21(1):22-30.

38. Morton JA: The long road home. Strategies to support
extended breastfeeding in the premature infant.  Adv Neonat
Care 2002, 2(5):267-282.

39. Foxman B, D'Arcy H, Gillespie B, Bobo JK, Schwartz K: Lactation
mastitis: Occurrence and medical management among 946
breastfeeding women in the United States.  Am J Epidemiol
2002, 155(2):103-114.

40. Stuebe AM, Rich-Edwards JW, Willett WC, Manson JE, Michels KB:
Duration of lactation and incidence of type 2 diabetes.  JAMA
2005, 294(20):2601-2610.

41. Collaborative Group on Hormonal Factors in Breast Cancer: Breast
cancer and breastfeeding: collaborative reanalysis of individ-
ual data from 47 epidemiological studies in 30 countries,
including 50302 women with breast cancer and 96973
women without the disease.  Lancet 2002, 360(9328):187-195.

42. Mezzacappa ES, Katkin ES: Breast-feeding is associated with
reduced perceived stress and negative mood in mothers.
Health Psychol 2002, 21(2):187-193.
Page 7 of 7
(page number not for citation purposes)

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=1972430
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=1972430
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=1346280
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=1346280
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=1346280
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12449052
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12449052
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12449052
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2255573
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2255573
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2255573
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15992983
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15992983
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8637812
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8637812
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12661739
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12661739
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9087903
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9087903
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12744532
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12744532
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10578798
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10578798
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7714637
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7714637
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7714637
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15117517
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15117517
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15117517
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=3681557
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=3681557
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15561657
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15561657
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15561657
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8474409
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8474409
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8474409
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15673654
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15673654
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15673654
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12777550
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12777550
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12777550
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15117348
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10718885
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10718885
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10718885
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8637812
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8637812
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7619299
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7619299
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11847851
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11847851
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11138220
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11138220
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11138220
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10190834
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10190834
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10190834
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12950569
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12950569
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11339162
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11339162
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9210077
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9210077
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9210077
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7128509
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7128509
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9775838
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9775838
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9341411
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9341411
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15681632
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15681632
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15681632
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11790672
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11790672
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11790672
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16304074
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16304074
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12133652
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12133652
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12133652
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11950109
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11950109
http://www.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/publishing_adv.asp
http://www.biomedcentral.com/

	Abstract
	Review
	Impediments toward transitioning mothers to at-breast feedings
	Benefits of at-breast feedings
	Physiological benefits for infants
	Skin-to-skin contact
	Nutritional & immunological benefits
	Infant oral developmental effects
	Efficiency of feeding
	Reduced risk of breast trauma
	Lack of breastfeeding is a risk to mothers' health
	Psychological effects of breastfeeding
	Practical advantages for mothers

	Breastfeeding advice falling short
	Implications for education and practice

	Conclusion
	Competing interests
	References

